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CARGL PRISANT: Dacsn't this house date fram the sra when
Saratogs Springs was o popularspa?

NANCY BOSTHARDT: It dowa. 1t wax baalt in rpins, close to the
center of the toam, and though the architectural style is quite
formal, with lots of columns on the exterior. the rooms inside
wire small and dark,

Tell me how you've managed to make them look so spacious.
Well, bet's start with the Hving room. My first thought was (o
cover both sofas in the identical neutral fabric, and then do
the curtains in a neutral, oo, (o keep the walls From looking
too chopped up. But nentrals can be really dull, vou Know,
and bevause the Fi-l.l'l'!:il:l.‘ w1l e s yiea r=roenid, angd nat
Just for the August racing season—and especially because the
wealher in Saratoga Springs is oflen so gray—ihey asked il'1
codd inake it fecl happy here, Anad that's why | added the red
table lamip, the red throw, and the hassock, to punch things up,
Then | found those four paintings—which Hepe—and | was so
excited. They're actually studies for a wallpaper pattern that
are painted on canvas, and they're a little playiol because they
have towches of gold in them that catch the light. To keep them
Fraam Iul:lkingni all serpous, 1 didn® fraome themne

And you've dene something pretty unigue with the furniture
plocement, haven't youT

Well, there were so many windows in this house that im the lin-
:i:n;E rom, [ hiad to put boath sofas in fromt
of them. And for the same n-:m.m-a--p]uu
the fact that the windows are of various
sizes—I did that eleewhere, too. The fur-
niture placement in the master bedroom
wag especially tricky. But I was lucky
enough 1o find a really beautifol antigue
metal bed that seemed to want to be
shown of f by beimg placed right in front
o L wrngloa !

You've made some clever furniture choices
for several of the roams,

The family really didn®t want things tofecl
rigid, and they particulary wanted the howse to be comifort-
ahle for their gramdchildren, so for the enmtrance hall, | found
acrazy Persian-style bench and put that very scaled-up creael
oanif, | knew that Fittle kids sould Tove being able to pick out
all thee binds and animals in the pattern, ot e mention the
fact that it also ot the sermmsmess of The nrw'l:l.' |ui||l|:1l her-
ringbone loor Lalways think there should b an casy juxta-
position between laking yoursell too seriously and having a
little formality,

What made you decide to paint & pattern on the floor?

The woad fboors on the grnu.m] floor of the house are r\r.:"J.'
nasty—they're maple. | over-painted some of them completely,
mostly in browmn, but I'd seen and liked this vy pe of decorative
herringbone treatment (usually in bwvo woods, though, not in
[uinﬂ im ot her burn-of-d hr-i:rnl!ur:.' houses.

I wnderstand the family is involved with the Saratoga racing com-
Friinity. Was it & struggle not bo do too many haresy things?

It was something [ tried to be reallv careful about, becagse |
was gware of what a cliché that would be. Sowhile | didn't do

The antique ma |lﬁlﬂil-‘l'r d |I'|i1'lﬂ table,
which opens to seat 12, is encircled
by wing chakrs, designed by Nancy
Boszharde, with unusually decorative
spiral legs, The ehairs nre covered in
o Boze Tarlow linen, Medicl in Sienna
on Wheat, Baokcatss ware added all
argund the multifunctionsl dining room
to make it inviting, The cwners gan
watch TV on a flat sereen tucked into
one of the shelves or sit on the window
seats and read, Plaid pillows are Thistle
in Wickwar from Rogers & Gaffigon,
Chandelser is from Bermingham & Ca

the obviois Ihillp— like Fhl!iﬁg |1|:|n:r-|1-1"tnt Fnbrirs an th.r
furniture—1 did do a little bit. The woven tops of the French
hiztro stools in the kitchen are the family racing colors, for
instance, and that"s pretty subtle. But then there's the lantern
in the main 2tair lall. The spce neeched something antigue,
but something also light and playful. The scabe had to be right,
o, Then | eame across that bronze and glass Teatian hall kan-
tern. Mot only was it exactly the right size, it had tiny horse's
heads on it | coubdn’t believe my luck! Well, hey, we arein the
Adiromdacks: though again. [ tried to keep it to a minimum. |
uscd horn handies on the backs of the wing chairs in the din-
ing raon, for instance, and there's the hamdsome horn hat rack
in the entry hall that § found at anction. In the carriage house
“bunk” room, 1 just decided that we frad to do those log beds
with their Hud=son Bay blankets.

lHove what you've done with the bex springs—uphalitesing them!
That's traditional with o real taist.

Even though the howse is vintage, | didn't think bed skirts were
right, so | exposed the box springs on every bed in every reom
and upholstered cach one in an eye-catching pattern.

And I'm really curious about that cefling in the kitchen, teo. It
locks old, butis it?

This Fﬂﬂ'li]_"p' likoes cociness, amd lll!hn:mg'h tha kitchen isn' I:rig, it
has 3 10-foot-tall ceiling, I thought it would be cozier iFT gave it
a sirerrg oeiling, one that would minimize
its verticality, Because | didn't want (o use
the bead board that's in the rest of the
hoise, T left the boards apen 10 between,
a0 you cotld tell it was wood. Pinally, 1
added those old-fashioned fixtures,
Thave ta say, I've seldom seen o dining raom
that laoked 2o much like o men’s club.
Theres noquestion that with one woman
and six men—young and ald—this hose
15 =ort of oriented toward the guys. Bat it
may alsn be because of the bookshelves
and the wing chairs—and probably the
window seat. | love those wing chairs, | put a coarse linen
print on them in a large-scale pattern because they scemed
tome to need a really strong fabric. Then 1 added the small
horn handles wothe backs so the men could pull them asay
from the table,

The master bedroom, with its fewery headboard and sprigged
wallpaper, seems just o little frillier.

Justa livthe, since this was the wife's nuoment! But that room
was g problem, because the windows sere all differcnt sizes.
1 finally got around it by adding a high wainscot to bring the
room together. The colors may be muted, but the room has a
bowely light feeling.

I"we noticed that you like to do unexpected things with scale—thak
glant print an the armehair in the attic guest room, the broad
stripe on the bed, the smallish chair ot the desh on the side porch,
You know, most clients are afraid of scale, preferring to over-
load their rooms with lots of little things. | don't know why—but
1 hope that s why they need decorators|

PRODUCED BY SENGA MORTIMER
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